Softball is a game I play with my heart. I do not play it for personal gain but simply because I love it. My first love was baseball.  When the opportunities to play disappeared, I turned to softball. I think that finding yourself in life, with the roles you love allows you to have the joy of success no matter what that means in wins and losses. I have learned over the years that winning is great but truly enjoying what you are doing and who you are doing it with is even better. When people talk about softball, more often than not, they talk about their own experiences. The difference between softball and most sports is that the majority of its players will have many opportunities for glory, lots of them, and they don’t have to live these moments through the eyes of someone else. The dirt on the jersey, the scrapes on the knees are all real and they represent a personal moment in the sport.
	Softball exists for all of us who will never make it to the majors but who tingle at the prospect of driving in the winning run or make that diving catch to win the game. The game whispers of anticipation, the double play, the play at the plate, the homerun. These are the plays that become famous as they are told and retold the next day or years down the road.
My biggest fan has always been my wife. She never complains when I travel with my Sidewinders team and she joins me on most of our out of town trips. She encouraged me to spend a week in Florida to cross off the only item I had on my bucket list, Fantasy camp with the Baltimore Orioles. When she found out that my team won the championship at camp, she created a ‘Winner” banner for me to greet me at home. That banner is still hanging after 5 years in our living room. She always makes me feel like a winner. 
The softball families that I have here in Arizona have made this place paradise for Reny and me. The core 4 of me, Mark Sertic, Scott Koprivec and Jeff Tyler make my time playing with the Sidewinders a true joy. We play ball, golf and just hang out enjoying each other’s company. The Alexanders with Jimmy, Jen and Lori have become my family from Oklahoma. We have spent weekends traveling to watch Lori play and always have a blast. I am honored to be inducted here in Sun City where my softball brothers that I miss so much get to play. There are so many others I want to thank for making me feel like Arizona is home. Dave Ryg who I was able to serve with on our board for 4 years. Craig Hone, Dan Braddick and Ron Coppes who have given me such useful advice while I was seving as President. Jim Grannuchi who was my first manger and his wife Marty have always made me feel special. Hall of famers Orie McDoanld, Mike Milts and the voice of Sun City West Ray Early have always made my time at the field enjoyable. The list goes on and on. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will end with this. My advice to people is to not consider the game of softball life or death. Do you realize how many people in this world wish that they could play this silly game like we do? People don’t choose to fail. We all do at some time or another. Yelling at someone who screws up doesn’t help anyone. I can’t emphasize this enough. Enjoy your time on the field. Give your time to make it enjoyable for everyone else. I believe I have had more fun making people believe in themselves than I have had playing the game myself.
